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  Since the second grade,                   Leigh Botts has been writing to Boyd Henshaw,  

a children’s book author.             First in those letters, and not in his diary,  

Leigh has been describing his life          in a house beside a gas station  

in Pacific Grove, California,               a town known mainly for the monarch butterflies 

who spend the winter there.        Leigh’s parents are divorced and he seldom sees his dad, 

a long distance truck driver.                   When they spoke on the phone recently,  

his dad was about to go out for pizza             with a lady and her son, 

 and Leigh is worried          that his dad might get married again.  

At school,              Leigh has had to cope with an unknown thief  

who was stealing from his lunchbox.                 But he has made his first friend, Barry.  

And there’s a writing contest           Leigh is thinking about entering:   

the winners get to have lunch              with a famous children’s book author. 
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